
 
 

People in Britain have been celebrating a festival at the 
end of October and the beginning of November for more 
than two thousand years. 
 

T 
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               They celebrated the end of summer 
and the beginning of the Celtic New Year on 
November the 1st. This was a time of darkness 
and mystery when ghosts and witches were everywhere and winter was near. 
People lit bonfires to drive away the evil spirits. They carried torches from 
these bonfires to their own homes and lit fires there too. They thought the 
fires kept the witches away from their homes. 

 
 

        In recent times, Hallowe’en has become 
a time for parties and children dress up as 
witches and play special games. Many of the 
houses have a “Jack O’Lantern” in their 
window to frighten the evil spirits. “Jack O’ 
Lanterns” are usually hollow pumpkins or 
turnips with a candle burning inside them. 

 
 

At night, children and teenagers traditionally play jokes on their 
neighbours … This is the origin of “Trick or Treat” which is popular in America 
and Britain. Children wear Hallowe’en costumes (witches’ hats, frightening 
masks,…)run down each street knocking on the doors and say “Trick or Treat?”. 
People give them some sweets, (a treat!). Well, that’s the idea. But not 
everyone gives them anything. Some people refuse, so children play a trick on 
them (for example they tie some old tins to that person’s car or knock the door 
and run away). 

 

 

 

Let’s celebrate Hallowe’en !! 

According to the legend, an Irish 

man named Jack made a pact 

with the devil. After Jack died, 

he was denied entrance to 

Heaven and also to Hell.   

Instead, he was condemned to 

wander eternally as a ghost 

locked in a pumpkin, lit by a little 

candle. 

The word HALLOWE’EN is 

short for “Hallows Evening”, 

the night before “All 

Hallows” or “All Saints’ Day”. 

On that one night of the 

year, ghosts and spirits are 

free to be on Earth…  



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AAAANSWER THE QUESTIONS with a complete sentence:NSWER THE QUESTIONS with a complete sentence:NSWER THE QUESTIONS with a complete sentence:NSWER THE QUESTIONS with a complete sentence:    

    
1.- When does Hallowe’en take place?.  ................................................................................................. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2.- How long have people been celebrating Hallowe’en? ………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3.- What did people do to celebrate it?................................................................................................. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4.- Why did they light bonfires?.............................................................................................................. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5.-What do people do today?.................................................................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6.-What’s a Jack O’ lantern?..................................................................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7.-What does the word “Hallowe’en” mean? …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8.-What is the name of the game children usually play?..................................... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9.- Translate: 

  

darkness � 

candle   � 

evil  � 

bonfire � 

pumpkin � 

trick      � 

apple pip � 

peel     � 

cheeks � 

flames � 

HALLOWE’ENHALLOWE’ENHALLOWE’ENHALLOWE’EN     RITUALS  RITUALS  RITUALS  RITUALS     AND AND AND AND     SUPERSTITIONS SUPERSTITIONS SUPERSTITIONS SUPERSTITIONS     

    
Apples, nuts and candles are all very common in the Hallowe’en rituals. Candles are 

placed inside hollow pumpkins to frighten ghosts and evil spirits. 

Here are some of the Hallowe’en superstitions about LOVE: 

   

1. At night, on 31st October, put an apple under your pillow and you will dream about 

the person you love.   

 

2. Say the name of the person you love and throw an apple pip onto the fire. 

      If flames leap from it, the person loves you but …if smoke comes from it, 

     this person doesn’t love you. 

 

3. Peel an apple. Throw the peel over your left shoulder with your right hand. The 

shape of the peel is the first letter of your future husband’s or wife’s name. 

 

4. If two people love you, you are very lucky! But, Which one loves you sincerely? To 

know the answer, do this:  name an apple pip after each person and stick them on 

each of your cheeks. The last pip to fall off is the person who loves you truly. 

 

 


